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Message from the Headteacher

Dear parents and carers

Today has been a positive end to what has been a busy
but productive year. When | reflect on 2023 | am very
proud of what we have achieved as a school and | am
sure that many students will also have good memories of
the year. During the course of 2023, as a school, there
were notable achievements including a fantastic results
day in August captured by the BBC; sporting
achievements in basketball, football and darts; the launch
of our new Business and Innovation 6t Form Centre;
being recognised by the Department for Education as
one of only two schools nationally to showcase best
practice for uniform branding for our new Meadow Park
uniform; the Winter Snowcase; student leadership;
workshops and visits for students, to name just a few.

Our achievements and rapid improvement have been
recognised officially. This term we were inspected by
Ofsted and whilst | have seen the draft report, | am still
waiting for the official final report which | will be able to
share with you once it has been released. | was hoping
that they would have it ready before Christmas, but | can
assure you it is worth the wait. As soon as it is released,
probably now in January 2024, | will send it to you.

Students and staff were invited to wear a Christmas
jumper today over their uniform as part of Save the
Children’s Christmas Jumper campaign. Thank you to all
staff and students who donated to this charity. Thank
you to all students who had the pleasure of sitting
together in the dining room for our Christmas Lunch on
Wednesday. It was really moving to see the students and
staff enjoying the food and singing along in the Christmas
spirit. | would like to thank Mrs Black, our Catering
Manager, and her team for putting on such a wonderful
lunch.

On Tuesday, Year 11 students received their mock
results based on their performance in the most recent
mock exams. Students will receive personalised
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feedback from their teachers to allow them to make the
expected progress to reach their targets and beyond. For
some students, the results were a real testament to the
hard work and commitment that they have shown in their
studies. Well done.

As we finish today | know that there will be many staff
and families, just like myself, who will be getting the final
preparations ready for Christmas. | am looking forward to
spending some time with my family over the Christmas
break and also an opportunity to visit Iceland (volcano
permitting!). Staff return on Monday 8t January for a
training day at the Finham Park MAT offices, with a
school training day on Tuesday 9™ January. All students
should return to school at 8:45am on Wednesday 10t
January 2024.

Please can | remind parents and students of the
importance of wearing the correct uniform, particularly
the requirement to wear a grey pleated skirt or grey
school trousers (leggings or black trousers / skirts are not
permitted). Students should also wear the blazer and tie
they were provided with; footwear should be black shoes.
If you experience any financial hardship and are unable
to provide the correct uniform, please do let us know to
see if we are able to support you with this.

| would like to thank you for your support during 2023
and wish you all a Happy Christmas and a peaceful New
Year. | look forward to seeing you all in 2024!

Best wishes

Mrs Pettman
Headteacher
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Free School Meals

Whether your child is eligible for free school meals depends on their age, where you live and
your income. Your child may be eligible if you are claiming any of the following benefits:
Income support

Income-based jobseeker’s allowance

The guaranteed element of pension credit

Income-related employment and support allowance

Working tax credit run-on — paid for four weeks after stopping work

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

Child tax credit, as long as you don’t also receive working tax credit and earn no more than
£16,190

Universal credit, if someone applied since April 2018 and their income is less than £7,400 a year
(after tax and not including benefits). If someone applied for UC before then, there is no income
threshold.

If you think that you might be eligible, or if your circumstances change, please use this link to
sign up at: https://www.coventry.gov.uk/benefits-1/free-school-meals/2

Mrs Secker
Assistant Headteacher


https://www.coventry.gov.uk/benefits-1/free-school-meals/2

Christmas Tree Festival

Thiz week, students at Mesdow Park schoal were invited to take part in fhe Christmas tree
festival at Holy Trinity Church in Coventry city cantre. This competifion is run by the Rotary
Club. The design technology depariment made some custom tree decorations celebrating
Meadow Fark. Baubles were made to showcase the schoaol logo, the school values and the
differant houses within school. Compelition winners from the calendar competition and
Christmas card competition visited the church to help decorate the tree. | think you wil
agree that the tree looked fanfastic! The tree will be displayed in the church until the
beginning of Januzry.
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@@M Enrichment Clubs - Autumn Term @ oo
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Basketball Sports hall Chillout Monday Library Netball Courts
KS4 Football Field
Rugby Field
MPTC Rehearsals G18
STEM Club S04
Dungeons and Dragons Library

Basketball Sports hall Rowdy Tuesday Library Girls Football Field
KS3 Football Field
Badminton & Table Tennis Sports hall
Year 11 English Recap G02

Photography Club T03
Memrise Club FO9
MPTC Rehearsals G18
Basketball Sports hall Geeky Wednesday Library (STAFF TRAINING)
Basketball Sports hall Sporty Thursday Library KS4 Sports Coursework Catch-up
Knit and Natter GO4 Basketball Sports hall
Art Club T04
Basketball Sports hall Creative Friday Library Robotics and Upcycling Club F18
Chess Club FO5
PALACS A FA R We are proud fo launch this year's Meadow Park
[T=1 =" W . - -
school art calendar, produced im house displaying work
CALENDAR 2024 created by our students in K53 & K54 A grest way to

make mote of upcoming school events and keep track
of school holidays and teascher training days. & useful
tool to help your son/daughter organise their schedule
or makes a great gift for family members. Calendars
can be purchased though parent pay for the price of
£5.00.

A =ize ring bound with hook, 350g=m card with bisnk
calendar fo input your own dates.




Head of House Award
The Head of House Awards for week ending
15 December were awarded to:

FULMEN




Head of House Award
The Head of House Awards for last week
were awarded to:

FULMEN STELLAE

Charlie

Habibata
Husna




News from the Library!

This week | wanted to focus on one of the authors from the 12 Books of Christmas we have been hosting
in the library.

Fleur Hitchcock is a writer who, according to The Times, has “cornered the market in hard-boiled crime
novels for beginners.” She has written a number of crime and adventure books for young adults as well as
Primary aged children. Fleur also openly admits to suffering from writers’ block, telling readers of her blog

that she often finds it “super hard to concentrate” — something I’'m sure many of us can relate to!
- 8

Murder in Midwinter is one of our 12 Books of Christmas, with an exciting wintery plot. Seated on the top
of a bus, days before Christmas, Maya sees a couple arguing violently in the middle of a crowded Regent
Street. They see her watching, she looks away, and the woman disappears. Maya goes to the police, who
shrug and send her away. Then a body turns up. Now convinced she is a vital witness to a crime, the
police send Maya into hiding in rural Wales but she resolves to get to the bottom of the mystery. Then the
snow comes and no one can get out. But what if someone can still getin...?

We have Fleur Hitchcock’s books, Waiting for Murder, Murder in Midwinter, Dear Scarlett and Bus Stop
Baby in the library to be borrowed now; please do come and ask Mrs Dearden or Mr Spencer if you need
help finding them.

We would also like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very relaxing holiday over Christmas
and New Year and we look forward to seeing you all refreshed in January!

Mrs Dearden and Mr Spencer

Librarians



MEADOW PARK BUSINESS AND

INNOVATION SIXTH FORM CENTRE

WHY JOIN MEADOW PARK SIXTH FORM CENTRE?

You will be joining our newly refurbished Sixth Form Centre.

The subject offer consists of:
* Business T Level
¢ BTEC Business
* BTEC Health and Social Care
* BTEC Applied Science
* BTEC Travel and Tourism
* BTEC Performing Arts
¢ BTEC Sport
 BTEC Law
* BTEC Marketing
* EDUQAS Criminology
* Alevel Art and Design
* AlLevel Biology
* A Level Spanish
* A Level Sociology

This subject offer has been chosen to give our students the best
chance of achieving the qualifications that will enable you to thrive in
your post 6th form choices. We will offer you more than academic
success and you will follow a comprehensive Personal Development
and Enrichment Programme that will enable you to flourish both
whilst you are with us and after you have left.

STELLAE HOUSE
When joining Meadow Park Business and

Innovation Sixth Form Centre you will also
become a member of Stellae House, a House
dedicated solely to Sixth Form students.

STELLAE




SCHOOL SYNERGY

School Synergy is now live. It is our vision that School Synergy becomes the single access point for parents and carers providing up to date school news and information, a place to communicate and
engage with school and the ability to track the progress and development of your child as it happens.

When you create a Parent Portal Account you can view information tailored for your child incluing attendance, behaviour, parent letters, the school calendar, student imetables and much more,

IF you haven't already done so, please regicter for a Parent Portal Account by visiting https://mps.schoolsynergy.co.uk/ In addition, the Synergy parent app is available to download for Android and
Apple (i05] devices,

Each parent/carer or family member who wishes to have access must use their own unique registration cads, Students were given letters to bring home with the codes an. If you did not receive your
tode please contact the school office,

If you have multiple children at Meadow Park School you can add those accounts from the Student menu.

If you require any assistance, please do not hesitate to he contact the school office who will be happy to help, by emailing admin@meadowparkschool.com or telephoning 02476302580,




SCHCOL SYNERGY

School Synergy is a solution to help manage
communication between home and school
With School Synergy. school news and
information specific to your child is shared in
real time.

School to Parent Communication

School may send an aemal andor ket aboul a vanely
of topics such as;

+ Behaviour concems and achisvements

+ Attendance queries

+ School news and events or important announcements
+ Individual teacher communication

+ Reports, Progress and Assessment Information

These messages will often include a secure link wheane you
can view a detailed message. Your school will share the email
address and mabile numbers) being wsed. A copy of all text
rmestages and emails alse appear in the Communication
section on the Parent Portal to ensure that you never mitss a
restacgs.

A test s recefved from school

SCHOCL SYMERGY
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Parent to School Communication
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Sarmetirmes it's dificult to know who lo contact within school
aboul a specific request.
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With School Synergy you can complete a contact form from
the school wabala or directly within the Parent Partal. This
message 5 recavad and roubted appropriately to the correct
person within school and ersures that a response is given,

Parent Portal

The Parent Partal is a single place where you can view sehiool
infarrmation for ane or more children. With a Parent Portal Code
provided by sehoal vou can register and view attendance,
behaviour and achievements, parent letters, school calendar,
parent communication, homework and mare.

il b e pod——

Your school will provide details on the features currently
available.

Android and Apple 105 apps are also available to download

EREB  Take 2 2 minute tour of the Parent Portal
https:Avimeocomsso6028055 Bgeaioesnf
d, orscan this OR code with your phone Messages on the Parent Portal
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HOW CAN YOUR STREETS BE IMPROVED?

Living Streets wants to hear from those who know their
streets best — you! We are specifically looking at the
route below. Tell us where your streets could be
improved for walking and wheeling. &
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SURVEY

You can share your views
using this online survey:
surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CovW

For more information and a chance to take part in an in-
person audit of the streets contact Anna on 07714 616600
or Anna.Griffiths@livingstreets.org.uk
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Uniform
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School shoes guidance

Plain black with no logos
No high heels, sliders’, boots, sling back or opéen-toed shoes
Black leather or leather effect

ACCEPTABLE
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AUTUMM TERM 2023

TEACHER INSET DAYS

TERM STARTS (STUDENTS
RETURN)

HALF TERM

MONDAY 4TH SEPTEMEBER AND TUESDAY 5TH SEFTEMBER

WEDNESDAY 6TH SEFTEMBER - YEARS 7, 11 AND 12
THURSDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER - ALL OTHER YEAR GROUPS

SATURDAY 28TH OCTOBER - SUNDAY 5TH NOVEMBER

TEACHER INSET DAY

FRIDAY 15T DECEMBER

LAST DAY OF TERM

FRIDAY 22WD DECEMBER

CHRIETMAS HOLIDAY

SATURDAY 23RD DECEMBER - SUNDAY TTH JAMLUARY

SPRING TERM 2024

TEACHER INSET DAYS

TERM STARTS

MOWNDAY BTH JANLUARY E TUESDAY STH JANUARY

WEDMESDAY 10TH JAMUARY

HALF TERM

SATURDAY 10TH FEBRUARY - SUMDAY 18TH FEBRLIARY

LAST DAY OF TERM

FRIDAY ZIND MARCH

EASTER HOLIDAY

SUMMER TERM 2024

TERM STARTS

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

SATURDAY 23IRD MARCH - SUNDAY 7TH APRIL

MOWDAY BTH APRIL

MONDAY 6TH MAY

HALF TERM

SATURDAY 25TH MAY — SUNDAY 2MD JUNE

LAST DAY OF TERM

FRIDAY 19TH JULY

SUMMER HOLIDAY STARTS

SATURDAY 20TH JULY







Safeguarding: Top Tips for setting up parental controls on new
devices:

7/10 parents use technical controls on their child’s devices to manage access to content; such safeguards
can be an enormous asset: helping parents and carers to manage what their child might encounter
online while allowing young people to happily use their new gizmo to start exploring the digital world.

Though extremely useful once in place, such parental controls vary from device to device and can often be
confusing or difficult to set up. The attached guide outlines what defences are available on some of the
most popular devices around: advice that will probably come in particularly handy at this time of year!

When it comes to the Festive period there are additional safeguarding risks that you and your
family may not have thought about:

Isolation — Children can feel cut off from their peers and at times these are their support networks.

Over indulgence — are the adults around the children drinking too much alcohol, are the children
witnessing this or alcohol readily available in the house and posing a risk that children may drink it.
Home Alone - visiting family and thinking that your child is old enough or mature enough to be at home
alone — think twice!

Changes in routine/ new people visiting- is this stressful for your children, are these new people safe?

These and other issues don’t usually come first when you think about time off over Christmas and
having time with the family, but they are worth a thought and a reminder to our families about
keeping our children safe. For more information on the above, please read the article (link below)
https://www.thesafequardingcompany.com/resources/blog/safequarding-during-the-christmas-
holiday-season/

Stay Safe!

Mr Paul Rule
Child Protection Officer &
Senior Pastoral Support Manager


https://www.thesafeguardingcompany.com/resources/blog/safeguarding-during-the-christmas-holiday-season/
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West Midlands Police y

Signup to

WMNow today
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Follow us on X @CoventryPalice

Keep your home secure

o Securely lock all doors and windows be-
fore going out or to bed. Use a timer device
to switch lights on after dark

¢ Don't put presents under the tree until the
last possible moment—and close curtains
50 your gifts can't be seen from the street.

o Mark your postcode on new presents with a
UV pen. Note down the serial number and
record it at www.immoblise.com so if R is
ever stolen, you're more likely to get it back.

o After Christmas, remove any trace of expen-
sive gift packaging by taking discarded boxes
to the tip or recycling centre

Keep your car safe

¢ Check your fob has done its job—don't assume
your vehicle is secure, always check door and win-
dows are locked before you walk away.

* Remove valuables such as sat navs, MP3 players,
laptops, tablets, coats and loose change before leay-
ing the vehicle

* Wipe away tell-tale suction marks from the wind-
screen—this may alert a thief to your sat nav being
hidden inside the vehicle.

« Don't advertise what you've bought by leav-
ing gifts on show while you retum to the shop:
lock everything away in the book. Take shop-

» Don't leave your vehicle unattended with ping inside immediately when you get home.
the engne running while & defrosts—a thief
could drive off with it

o Stay with your vehicle and f you're in a
rush, use de-icing spray and a scraperto |
speed up 3 process

o Sitinside your vehicle whilst the heater &
de-mists the windscreen

» Claims on insurance poicies can be af-
fected if the vehicle owner is deemed partly
responsble for the theft

Car thieves

Socialise safety

-s‘ .

o Pubs, restaurants and other venues P IR o Keep handbags closed and close
will be crowded, so don't hang bags EEEESEESSIY to you, and wallets out of back pock-
over the back of your chair and keep 2 N ols
wallets and purses close to your body. - 2,,’., = o Try not to overload yourself with

* Have fun and drink sensibly—binge - bags and coats
drinking and excessive drinking at ~ ¥ ¢ Don't leave pushchairs, shoppin
home before a night out puts you at bags or h'ollo’;us unatlomjod.‘)‘Tx:Im9
risk of crime. Never leave drinks unat- personal belongings with you into
tended or accept them from strangers, =57 changing rooms

o Find out the times of the lasttram, | " g * Be discreet whon handing cash
train or bus home, or pre-book a taxi EASSEY = and cards at the till and at cash ma-
from a local licensed operator chines—put them away immediately

* Never drive under the nfluence and keep an eye on who is around

If you require any further crime prevention advice or are interested in becoming a8 member of a
Neighbourhood Watch scheme, please contact Pete Sturgeon at Coventry Central Police
Station e-mail—peter sturgeon @west-midiands, police uk

° N route out of heme?
Avoid travelling alone

l BUrO you use & heensed Cab
or pre-bosked tasi

Meading home for the end of term?
Lock your windows ang coors

Take your vahaabies with you

Don't loave Berma vistig from your
windows and doors

Don't advertise your ompty
house on socal meda

CARD COLLECT

ISACON *

Help police - pass it on
Together we can siop courier faud
www et s ol s b

Tackle Robbery

N Be discreet on the street — keep your

phone, mp3 player, jewellery and other
valuables out of sight

Stay alert -~ don't let headphones block out
traffic, strangers or potential trouble

Listen to your instincts — know your route,
avold dark places and if you don't feel safe
move to a busier area.

Trace lost or stolen items by activating the
tracker app on your mobile or Tablet

Get lost or stolen valuables back - register
them for free at www.immobilise.com so
police can retumn them o you if they're re-

covered

Wishing you a safe and happy Christmas
from West Midands
Police

For further advice call 101 or vt www west-
midiands police.uk In an ememgency dial 999

Contact the mdependent ctime-fighting chartty
Crimestoppess anoymously on 0800 555 111
with information about cnme




MEADOW PARK
SCHOOL

THRIVING TOGETHER



