Newsletter

MEADOW PARK
SCHOOL

Message from the Deputy Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers

| don'’t think there is ever a week at Meadow Park
when we don’t comment on how busy it has been!
It is testament to the dedication and enthusiasm of
our staff that so many activities and opportunities
are provided for our pupils that go beyond their
classroom experience.

It is my pleasure to be writing the news letter this
week as Mrs Pettman has departed for China with
our year 9 Mandarin students. As | write this they
are currently mid-air enduring their 12-hour flight!
We will all look forward to seeing the photos and
hearing about their fantastic experience when they
return in two weeks.

Our Silver Duke of Edinburgh Expedition returned
on Wednesday evening with all pupils
successfully completing their challenge in the very
warm Shropshire countryside. | do not envy them
carrying their heavy bags in the heat and pay
tribute to their resilience and determination to
achieve their goal. Many thanks to our DofE
coordinators Mrs Webb and Miss Cresswell who
accompanied the trip. Following the successful
completion of the Silver Expedition, we launched
the awards for the new cohorts with assemblies
for year 8 and year 9 as well as a parents’
information evening encouraging our pupils to
take up this amazing opportunity. The Duke of
Edinburgh awards will not only equip pupils with
valuable new skills they will provide them with
memories to last a life time!

The highlight of the week must surely have been
our Transition events when we welcomed our
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new year 7 cohort and their parents into school. It
was lovely to meet our new parents as well as
welcoming back some familiar faces! We were
pleased with how many of our new parents
commented on the warm and friendly atmosphere
conveyed on the evening as parents got to meet
their children’s tutors, House Heads and senior
members of staff. On induction day itself, the
children took part in a range of lessons whilst
collecting reward stamps to give them a head start
in September! They also were privileged to get
the first glimpse of our school show ‘Sister Act’
which we look forward to welcoming you all to
next Thursday. Some tickets are still available on
Parent Pay.

Enriching opportunities continue for year 10 as
they carried out their work experience placements
this week. Some of our students have secured
some really exciting places to work at this week,
including vets, pharmacists, The Wave and even
British Dressage! We also have some pupils
finding out what it is like on the other side of
school as they work with some of our teams at
Meadow Park. In fact, some of them are doing
such a good job we won’t want them to go back to
being pupils next week!

With best wishes
Ms Lawrence
Deputy Headteacher

Issue: 4t July 2025



TalkThe Talk

CONFIDENT COMMUNICATION FOR LIFE

Talk the Talk — Oracy Workshop

(Oracy is defined as the ability to express oneself fluently in speech.)

In September, staff and pupils at Meadow Park will be embarking on a 3-
year Oracy journey. The purpose is very simple - to empower all pupils to
step into the best version of themselves and develop the confidence to

express themselves eloquently inside and outside of lessons.

To launch this, on the 25" June, all year 9 pupils had the privilege of
spending a whole day with trainers from ‘Talk the Talk’ working on their
confidence and communication skills. Throughout the 5-hour workshop, all
the pupils involved stood up and spoke in front of the class on multiple
occasions with the vast majority delivering a final speech on a topic of their

choice, on their own, at the front of the class, without notes.

Speaking in front of a room of your peers is a huge deal for many of us and
yet again, we were blown away by our pupils, their incredible imaginations,
heartfelt beliefs that they spoke about and their courage to step up to a
challenge. Well done year 9! In the new academic year, it will be the turn
of year 10.
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MPS DofE Silver Qualifying
Expedition

On Monday 30t June, 17 Year 10s arrived at school at 6am ready to go on their Silver
DofE Practice. Arriving at the Craven Arms Discovery Centre, all students set off on their
first day of walking. Students did really well considering the heat and all students arrived at
the campsite by 7pm. The next day, students were all up at 4:30am! Ready and raring to
go. Students found day 2 easier and all groups had left the campsite by 7am, with the first
group arriving at the final campsite at 1:30pm. The final day was similar with all students up
by 4:30am and the last group had left by 6am. Students found the first day challenging
which was mainly due to the heat, other days included walking along the top of the Long
Mynd. Students also found the first campsite interesting due to it being a field with few
facilities, they all preferred the second campsite which felt like luxury compared to the first!

We are all proud of the students and the way they represented the school, they showed the
school values throughout the expedition.

Everyone who took part in the expedition successfully completed their Silver DofE and
these will be handed out to students (once everything has been signed off and all sections
completed) in the new academic year.

Well done Silver 2025!




Growing Aspirations — Sports
Updates

On Wednesday, a group of our dedicated sports leaders had the fantastic opportunity to
take part in Paddle Fest, held at the Coventry Canal.

This was a brilliant day full of new experiences, where students got to try out kayaking,
canoeing, and paddleboarding. It wasn’t just about fun on the water — it was a well-
deserved reward for all the hard work they’ve put in throughout the year as sports
leaders.

These students have given up their time to support clubs, events, and younger students,
always representing Meadow Park School with maturity, enthusiasm, and leadership.
At Paddle Fest, they did exactly the same — showing teamwork, positivity, and great

behaviour, making us all proud once again.

A big well done and thank you to all the students involved — your commitment and effort
have not gone unnoticed!




BRARY CLUWES WERYT WEER ..
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AIR, LAND & SEA

Magic: the Gathering
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News from the LESRARY

Meadow Park

f ho completes a full line (in any direction) will get a prize.
If you complete all 16 ... well, who knows what could happen ...

News from the LESRARY

Read a book from a

GENRE

you don’t usuaIIy

Read a

GRAPHIL
NOVEL

Read in an unusual
place or position.

sy Ao

(Send a pic to mp-
reading@meadow
parkschool.com)

Go to a local Read a non-fiction

TV shew.

LESRMARY

(While you’re there,
why not sign up -
it’s free, which is

our favourite price! -
and borrow a book?)

information

book.




HOUSE CHESS
TOURNAMENT

AUDIENCE AND VOLUNTEERS
APPRECIATED

Can you reach the top? To.join our knockout style
tournament, come to ¥05 Tuesday, Thursday or

Friday lunchtime this week to sign up! - You will be

challenged!
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@m Enrichment Clubs — Half Term 5 and 6 (Up to Summer) @sam
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Monday Basketball Sports Hall Chess Club Library Cricket Field (GSK)
Book Club F17

E Athletics (Week 1 track event, Week 2

All Year Rounders Field (LTA) mn Field (LTA) ;
maimin | Student Dungeons &Dragons Library =

Imllﬂ é Fashion and Textiles T04 (10 spaces! bt

. ~ MPTCRehearsals G1

Tunnock's Teacake Challenge F22
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T Basketball Sports Hall Rowdy Tuesday Library
Science Club S05

Year 7 Swimming Alan Higgs Centre (GFR) le
KS3 Football Field (ASN)
Drop in Free and Easy Library €

Ny
MPTC Rehearsals G16 $ 0

Homework / Coursework Club F23 i.r i f
Basketball Sports Hall Geeky Wednesday Library

Thursday Basketball Sports Hall Sporty Thursday Library Tennis Outdoor Tennis Courts (GSK)

KS4 Football Field )
"9 :

Rounders Field &

L ]
K & Robotics Club F18 (10 spaces!) o ‘{t
Music Practice G16
jﬁ‘ i Craft Club F23 'b'h ;%;

Drop in Free and Easy Library

@ Homework / Coursework Club F23 N
Friday Basketball Sports Hall Creative Friday Library S KS4 Basketball Sports Hall (RMV) %
Crochet Club G08 &

Mr Perris
Enrichment Co-ordinator



THURSDAY 10TH JULY
TICKETS £3.50 & £5.50

DOORS OPEN 16:30
SHOW STARTS 17:00
REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

BASED ON THE TOUCHSTONE PICTURES MOTION
PICTURE "SISTER ACT" WRITTEN BY JOSEPH HOWARD

BOOK BY

MUSIC BY IYRICS BY
ALAN MENKEN CHERISTEINKELLNER o o1 ATER

& BILL STEINKELLNER \ /
ADDITIONAL BOOK MATERIAL

DOUGLAS CARTER BEANE 0/3

Mr Walsh

Curriculum Lead for Performing Arts



What is HAF?

HAF is a national Department for Education funded programme that enables eligible children and
young people to sttend free activities and experiences with free nutrifional food provided. HAF
activities and experiences take place in the Easter, Summer and Christmas school holidays.

Activities: A wide range of activities are avsilable, including sports (basketball, football, swimming),
arts (pottery, street art), trips to places like theme parks and the zoo. and more.

Who is eligible?
Know who your HAF eligible children are {see link - HAF eligibility)

Helpful links and resources for schools

Cove ity Council HAF sge
Cove ity Council Cost of Living support
HAF eligibility

Eequ hom e

Head to the HAF homepage Head to the E=qu homepage

COVENTRY

HA

coventry.gov.uk/haf




Safeguarding Newsletter 04.07.25

Useful Apps for Safety!

@) Life360

HOLLIE GUARD - Promoted by West Midlands Police asa
way to increase your safety whilst walking alone. Please visit
the website for more information on this FREE App.

- Available on Google Play Store and Apple [05.

https:/’hollieguard.com/

YMCA

>

If you are interested — please look

YMCAR

NINTENDO SWITCH 2

Have you got a shiny new console in the house keeping your

A useful &pp that has a FREE level of use, enabling families
to have shared accounts that can track and monitor each
other to ensure you know where your family are at all times
in case of an emergency. There are enhanced features (at a
cost) but this app has proven itself popular with families —so
please take a look and see if it's right for you.

https:/ fwww.life360.com/uk

The YMCA have a FREE ‘Flourish
Girls Group” starting on the 23™
luly [Limited Spaces available).

The programme is for girls aged

gt the attached poster and scan the
QR code

teenager busy? — You might be lucky enough to have the NEW Eln 2 .
/
|

Mintendo switch 2. It may have lots of updates and

improvements but with this bring some new features which may HINTENDO

cause concem.

SWITCH




Comversotions with chikeoen obout on

Ine sofety, mentol heolth and welleing, ond climate change

For further guides, hintx and tips, plecse visit nationakollege com.

NINTENDO SWITGH?

Nintendo kunched its Switch 2 gomes conscle in eorly June 2025 — Its first new console In sight years. While
It buikis on the original's success by remaining compatible with certain existing gomes, It alo adds powarful
hardware and new features Bike GameChat and a USB~C camera, As more children look to upgrade, it's v
important to understand how this naw conscle might affect their ploy and safety.

¥
EASIER TO ACCESS ,‘7

MATURE CONTENT =%

e N ion fos family-Trienaly
mlu mature ga'nﬂ Illoo Cyberpunk 2077 and
Hitman have Been released anto the plotiorm
With the Switch 2's improsved performanoe,
devnlopers will be cole 1o port sven more
mature-roted games. These may opped 1o
chijdren due %o their popedority, but they contoin
content that is Nghly unsultoble fes young

Sah oudionces
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IN-APP & GAME
STORE PURCHASES

The N
\vﬂh]us‘lolnlcpc lwmllm
saved ond PIN pr
may uimmndy make :omly purchases —
including gorme odd-ons, cosmetic Rems of
ertito rew =whkhout p | opp
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= UNRESTRICTED ONLINE ~

PLAY IN SOME GAMES (&

While SameChat is one feature, Switch 2 also
conrmcts to the broader Nintando Switch Onjne
survice. Many froete-ploy trhes live Feetnite or
Splotoon 3 cllow voloe or toxt ohat with
strangers unless chot settings ore acjusted,

i oould
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GAMECHAT & REAL-T!ME
VOICE COMMUNICATION

SameChat enables live ehatting with up

10 13 people, aven across dfferont games,

with eptional video cnd screen-shering
crildren under ¥ ore restricted 1o chotting only
with approwed frlands, the sheer interacthity

ol @ 1090 PIVOCY CONTEIN of Creano presswre

o remacin onfne lcnger.

CAMERA COMPATIBILITY
& PRIVACY CONCERNS

The eptionol US8-C camera supports video

caling and facicl overloys in gamex; however,

his also raises the risk of cyberoulying or the
L e

can be disoti of
and parental controls are essential to monage
how ond when it is ured.

Ay

POWERFUL PULL OF
| FAMILIAR CHARACTERS

Nintenda' s moscot, Marlo — ofong with Plkochu,

oodw, Xong ond others = remaing M.'y
oy

alber the swccuss of the recant filn, “The scpn

Mario Bros. Movle’ (2023). These Deloved loons

are centrel to Nintendo's beanding and oftan

feature in merchondising odvects ond in-game

p g strong
attachmants inchildren and o seeie of wigency

1o koop up with thelr peers.

CHECK RATINGS & USE PARENTAL CONTROLS

tuery Switch and Switch 2 game comea with o PEG] age rating. Belore buying one,

& ensure the cantent matchas your chiki's oge. Use the Nintendo Parental Controks

appto g Py, set H lﬂilmdmawhhminquuh

REMOVE OR RESTRICT PAYMENT METHODS

g oredit cords from the device, Instead,
mwmw-mmmwma requiring @ PIM for purchomes,
Some banking Spps oan also be st Lo appeove transactions manually.

Meet Qur Expert

Lioyd Coombes is the Games Editor of Dally $20r and hos been working n
the gaming ond twch industry for fhve years, A regulor visitor to the App
S101¢ 10 try out new tools, he's ol 90 0 porent ond understands the
importorce of anjine sofety, He's also G tech ond fitmess writer and has
been pub kshed on sites including IGN, Techmadar, and plenty more.
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X @wake_up_weds
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K3 /wuwthenationalcollege

e e
REVIEW FRIEND LISTS AND CHAT PERMISSIONS

Child profiles ore restricted to
good to reguiarly check their friend last and comenunication settings. A
Use the Fareesal Controls opp to switeh off voice o video chot If necessary

2,

ENCOURAGE OPEN CONVERSATIONS

Feach chidmn how to bieck, repert and capture any behaviour or content
that makes them uncomfortable. The conscle's built=in tools alow them to
mhmmﬂw‘nnmwmwnwhmml“ Keeping
an cpe lnl

with oppeoved friends anly, bat It's

i ‘.w

@wake.up.wednesday o @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No Bobdlity is entered into, Current as of the date of release: 26.06.2026

AL The National Cellege, cur WokeUpWednesdey guides empower and eguip parents, corers and educatons with the confidence and proctical skills to be abk 1o have infermed ond age-oppeopriate
Formady delivered by National Onine Safety, these guides now addross widker topics and thames
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L STARTING

230 GROUP
JULY ?”ca

6-WEEK GIRLS PROGRAMME
1:00-2:30PM

PATHWAYS HUB, LAWERENCE ROAD, RADFORD,

COVENTRY, CV6 THD

PATHWAYS

FAMILY HUB

JOIN US FOR A 6-WEEK JOURNEY OF EMPOWERMENT, SELF-
DISCOVERY & PERSONAL GROWTH!

SCAN THE QR CODE TO BOOK YOUR PLACE! ‘

DME ALONG?
R CONFIDENCE
NG TIPS
PPORT




easyfundraising

As a reminder, we’re using #easyfundraising to help raise money for
Finham Park Multi Academy Trust in 2025. To get involved, sign up and
shop via the easyfundraising website or App with over 8,000 retailers.

You'll raise free donations for us as you shop online at no extra cost! All the
big names including eBay, Tesco, John Lewis & Partners, TUI, and many
more will donate. We'll be so grateful for your donations! Plus, sign up

today and we could win a £500 donation:
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/finham-park-multi-academy-
trust/9iw43f/c2s/ahT91aEN/CE946/facebook/



https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fjoin.easyfundraising.org.uk%2ffinham-park-multi-academy-trust%2f9iw43f%2fc2s%2fahT9IaEN%2fCE946%2ffacebook%2f&c=E,1,Mxrv9AaHyAij5UILSXTnUHY7B63GSjHphb3RhNvj6hKO7R8UvCwKlY1dZNW-6TABB2AfpMZWf-OV5vc1J4-LbjhSg0nw7EAwDtiVcfHc_adBOxY,&typo=1&ancr_add=1

Good attendance means...

being in school at least 95% of the time or 180 to 190 days

175 days not at school!

All this fime for shopping, holidays and appointments.

Did you know?
A two week holiday in term time
means that the highest
attendance a child can
achieve is 94.7% ?

(0 days
absence) (10days
absence)

365 days in a calendar year

(19 days
absence
) (29 days 384
171 absence) ays
S absence) (47 days
daysin 161 absence)
each year school
darys in
each year
100% 95% 80% 75%
Best ch of R Very poor attendance -
ess:c:::: : Fa;:t:“;iﬁze:“ serious impact on education and reduces
) - life chances.
i I“ 13 L) H Ll 3 Li]
Well donel We're worried “We're seriously concerned

HOW ILL DO CHILDREN NEED TO BE TO NOT GO TO SCHOOL?
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Sore throat COUgh Runny nose Temperofure Cold sores
SEND TO SCHOOL SEND TO SCHOOL SEND TO SCHOOL STAY AT HOME SEND TO SCHOOL
until back to
normal temperature
*
s & '{‘ E '
\ J
Conjunctivitis Helad lice Threadworm Scarlet fever Vomiting and diarrhoea
SEND TO SCHOOL SEND TO SCHOOL SEND TO SCHOOL STAY AT HOME STAY AT HOME
until 24hrs after starting until 48hrs after

antfibiofics ast episode

For further guidance see NHS website www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

FINHAM PARK

MULTI ACADEMY TRUST




Uniform
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School shoes guidance
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Plain black with no logos
No high heels, ‘sliders’, boots, sling back or open-toed shoes
Black leather or leather effect

ACCEPTABLE
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Summer Term 2025

Term Starts

May Day Bank Holiday
Half Term

Last Day of Term
Summer Holiday Starts

Monday 26th April

Monday 5th May

Saturday 24th May - June 1st June
Friday 16th July

Saturday 19th July



MEADOW PARK
SCHOOL

THRIVING TOGETHER



