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10 TIPS ON HELPING YOUR 

CHILD TO READ
As parents you are your child’s most influential teacher 

with an important part to play in helping him/ her 

learn to read.

Here are some suggestions on how you can make this 

a positive experience.

1. Choose a quiet time

Set aside a time with no distractions. Ten to fifteen minutes a 

day is usually long enough.

2. Make reading enjoyable

Make reading an enjoyable experience. Sit with your child. Try 

not to pressurise if he or she is reluctant. If your child loses 

interest then do something else such as asking your child to 

read the recipe for you when you are cooking, or playing letter 

and words games like Scrabble.

3. Maintain the flow

If your child mispronounces a word do not interrupt them 

immediately. Instead allow opportunity for self-correction. It is 

better to tell a child some unknown words to maintain the 

flow rather than insisting on trying to build them all up from 

the sound of the letters. If your child does try to ‘sound out’ 

words, encourage the use of letter sounds rather than alphabet 

names.

4. Be positive

When your child is reading, use a “Pause, Prompt, Praise” 

approach:

Pause: If your child stops at a difficult word, then pause briefly. 

Give your child time to figure out the word.

Prompt: If your child cannot read the word or does not read 

it correctly ask them to try again or ask ‘What word would 

make sense?’ If your child still cannot read the word correctly, 

say the word and ask them to repeat it.

Praise: When your child reads the word correctly, praise him 

or her for reading the word without help.



5. Success is the key

Giving a child a book that is too difficult can have the opposite 

effect to the one they are wanting. Until your child has built up 

their confidence, it is better to keep to easier books. Struggling 

with a book with many unknown words is pointless. Flow is 

lost, text cannot be understood and children can easily become 

reluctant readers. You will see when they need to read harder 

books.

6. Visit the library

Encourage your child to use the public library regularly – let 

them see you choosing a book too and then reading it at 

home. When children see their parents do something, they see 

it as a valuable activity.

7. Regular practice

Try to read with your child on most school days. ‘Little and 

often’ is best. Teachers have limited time to help your child with 

reading. Take books wherever you go: the doctors, visiting 

relatives or even on the bus!

8. Communicate

Try to communicate regularly with teachers with  positive 

comments and any concerns. Your child will then know that 

you are interested in their progress and that you value reading.

9. Talk about the books

There is more to being a good reader than just being able to 

read the words accurately. Just as important is being able to 

understand what has been read . Always talk to your child 

about the book; about the cover, the characters, how they 

think the story will end and their favourite part. You will then 

be able to see how well they have understood and you will 

help them to develop good comprehension skills.

10. Variety is important

Remember children need to experience a variety of reading 

materials – fiction, non-fiction, magazines, poems and 

newspapers.



ASKING THE RIGHT 
QUESTIONS

Questions Is Has 

Did 

Was

Can Should Could/ 

Would

Will Might 

What

Where

When

Which

Who

Why

How

For example:

1. What is the weather like?

2. Where has Paddy come from?

3. When did she first start to get angry?

4. Which should be the right way to act here? 

Forgiving or angry?

5. Who could also help?

6. Why will Paddy react in that way?

7. How might he have reacted differently?



A REMINDER



https://babblingabby.net/reading-tips-for-parents/

VISIT

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZBuT2wdYtpM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FXGtpixwJGc
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