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Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers

I hope you have had a lovely break over the 
half term. It has been great to welcome back 
students for the rest of this Autumn Term. In 
the weekly Headteacher's whole school 
assembly today, I congratulated students on 
their attendance. 6 out of the 7 year groups at 
school have attendance sitting at over 90%, 
with some students, some Tutor groups and 
some Year Groups on 97% attendance. I 
reminded students that when they are not at 
school they are not only missing out on their 
learning, but they are also missing out on the 
experiences on offer for them. If you are 
unsure if your child should be at school, 
please do check the NHS guidance which 
encourages school attendance in the majority 
of cases. 

I also congratulated them on their uniform, 
with students returning looking much smarter. 
Thank you for supporting your child to be in 
school, on time and wearing uniform - it is 
appreciated. I 

Year 9 took part in a 'Talk the Talk' day this 
week which focused on our drive on oracy. 
Students were encouraged to talk - in the 
right way! As a school, and indeed as part of 
the Finham Park Multi Academy Trust, we 
are focused on improving children's oracy 
skills, which will support them not only at 
school but in life.
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Nurturing Excellence, Growing Aspiration, Thriving Together

Next week Year 11 students begin their fist 

mock exams, which will span across the next 

two weeks. It is important that students attend 

any intervention sessions they are offered 

and use their time wisely to revise. These 

mocks will give staff, and students, a clear 

indicator of the areas of learning they need to 

develop further and also predictions for the 

final GCSE grades in the summer. I wish 

them all the very best.

We are pleased to announce that Saturday 

6th December will see our first Christmas 

Community Fair. The Fair will run from 11am 

- 1pm on that Saturday and we look forward 

to offering a range of free activities, as well as 

some paid stalls and refreshments. Full 

details will follow shortly!

I wish you all a lovely weekend.

Best Wishes   

Mrs Pettman 

Headteacher





Meadow Park Students Represent the UK at the Chinese 

Embassy in London

On 15th October a group of students from Meadow Park School, along with their Headteacher, 

Bernadette Pettman, were selected to represent the UK at a prestigious event at the Chinese 

Embassy in London. The event, hosted by Chinese Minister Zhao Fei, was attended by Ms Zhou 

Wei, Education Minister Counsellor, Ms Lou Anna, First Secretary, Ms Liu Lengxin, First Secretary.  

Together with representatives from the Department for Education Jacquie Spatcher, Assistant 

Director and Neil Lawson Lead for MEP and Ancient Languages with Maddalaine Ansell, Director of 

Education at the British Council.  And from University College London, Katharine Carruthers, 

Honorary Advisor to IOE for Chinese Language Education and Matt Schofield, MEP Programme 

Manager.

Meadow Park School was selected from over 64 schools nationally who travelled to China in July 

2025 as part of the Mandarin Excellence Programme, to talk about their experience in Shanghai. 

Students in Year 9 at the school who study Mandarin as part of the school’s curriculum, together with 

their Headteacher, Bernadette Pettman, had the opportunity to spend 2 weeks in Shanghai as part of 

an intensive immersive learning experience. At this event in London, students were invited to speak 

to the audience about their experiences in China. Students spoke passionately about how their 

Mandarin had developed whilst studying at Fudan University, Shanghai and how much they enjoyed 

the experience of then applying what they had learned in the morning to a real-life context in the 

afternoon. For example, learning about different foods and then being able to order at local 

restaurants. In addition to developing their Mandarin speaking skills, students also developed their 

understanding of and appreciation of Chinese culture and heritage. Students were fortunate to have 

the opportunity to visit a number of culturally important sites, such as The Bund and The Oriental 

Pearl Tower as well as a local school to meet their students. The audience were impressed that the 

students gave their speeches partly in English but also partly in Mandarin. They each reflected on 

what they had learned during the visit and how this would support them in their further studies 

moving to take Mandarin GCSE in Year 11. 

Bernadette Pettman, Headteacher at Meadow Park School, was invited to be a keynote speaker at 

Fudan University, Shanghai and also a keynote speaker at this event at the Chinese Embassy in 

London. Bernadete spoke about the introduction of Mandarin at Meadow Park, with it now in its 

fourth year and the benefits this had brought to the students and the school. Meadow Park is 

fortunate to have its own full time Mandarin Teacher who provides students with high quality learning 

in what is recognised as a globally influential language. Bernadette highlighted the opportunities that 

are open to students who study Mandarin when they progress to further education and the work 

place. Reflecting on their time in Shanghai, Bernadette thanked the DFE, UCL, British Council and 

Chinese Embassy and Education Ministry for facilitating such a fantastic experience. She saw 

students not only grow in terms of their language skills and their cultural awareness and 

appreciation, but saw them develop other, equally important skills such as resilience, independence, 

team work and communication skills.  Meadow Park students were applauded for being amazing 

ambassadors not only for their school but for the UK. 





Awards Evening 2025

22nd October 2025 saw the third annual Meadow Park Awards Evening.  The event was an 

opportunity to celebrate and recognise the achievements of students at the school. The evening was 

well attended with families eager to watch their children receive awards. Bernadette Pettman, 

Headteacher of Meadow Park School, opened the evening and handed over to Bahaa and Gabriella 

(Head Boy and Head Girl) who compered the evening. Recipients included students from all year 

groups, including our Sixth Form and were for a number of achievements such as Subject Award, 

House Award and Duke Of Edinburgh Bronze and Silver Awards. In addition, the annual special 

awards were presented to students for their contributions to the school and community, their 

academic progress and performance, as well as sports personality of the year.  The audience were 

treated to a keynote address from Gemma Hunt, former CBeebies Presenter from Swashbuckle and 

currently a television presenter and author. Gemma spoke passionately about her own experiences 

growing up and the highs and lows of her career. She inspired students to never give up and to 

value the education and wider experiences offered to them by the school. Throughout the evening 

the audience were treated to performances from students, including a solo song in Mandarin as well 

as a medley from Sister Act, the school show performed in July. 

The evening concluded with canopies and light refreshments with an opportunity for families to 

mingle with staff as well as take advantage of the photo wall balloon arch. Students posed proudly 

with their medals, trophies and shields and everyone agreed it was a fabulous evening. 

Bernadette Pettman, Headteacher, said, ‘This is a fantastic opportunity to bring our community 

together to celebrate the achievement of our students. I am so proud of each and every one of them 

and in some cases to see the huge journey they have been on. It really is an honour to share this 

evening with staff and families.’ 







Mr Spencer

Librarian and English Teacher















Head of House Awards
The Head of House Awards were 

awarded last week and this week to:

Dumitru

Glory

Jensen

Dexter

Marco







Paul Rule

Child Protection Officer
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