
Year 8 I Curriculum Overview: English 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

 
The Ruby in the Smoke 
19th Century Non-
Fiction 
 

 
The Ruby in the Smoke 
19th Century Non-
Fiction 

 
Romeo and Juliet 
Love poetry 

 
Romeo and Juliet 
Love poetry 

 
Noughts and Crosses 
Persuasive Writing 

 
Noughts and Crosses 
Persuasive Writing 
 

Assessment Key Concepts/ Skills Reading 

• Independently use knowledge of 
strategies for decoding and recall and 
start to make insightful points about a 
text. 

• Writing is starting to become more 
analytical in style and can make some 
relevant points (more than one, without 
scaffolding). 

• Ideas often consider the intended 
purpose/viewpoints of the writer and are 
explained in some detail. 

• Know how context influences the writer 
and reader and make some relevant 
comments. Where relevant, make 
relevant comparisons between/across 
texts. 

• Most persuasive/creative writing is 
consistently suited to task and audience. 

• Use an increasing range of relevant and 
successful choices of vocabulary and 
linguistic devices. 

• To be able to make inferences about 
characters and settings.  

• To be able to demonstrate 
understanding of otherness and 
outcasts.  

• To review and apply knowledge of the 
Victorian context.   

• To be able to understand how writers 
use language to show their viewpoints 
and perspectives. 

• To be able to retrieve specific textual 
details and quotations to support their 
ideas   

• To be able to make thoughtful 
inferences based on textual evidence   

• To be able to use PETAL effectively to 
structure their ideas in relation to a 
question 

• To apply tier 3 vocabulary to verbal and 
written responses 

BUG the question 
 
Chapters from The Ruby in the Smoke. 
 
Extracts from 19th Century non-fiction. 
 
Extracts from Romeo and Juliet. 
 
A selection on love poems. 
 
Scenes from Noughts and Crosses. 
 
Persuasive writing extracts.  

Enrichment Careers Useful resources and revision 

Poetry slam competition 
Creative writing workshop 
 

Public speaking  
Playwright 
Poet  

BBC Bitesize – Noughts and Crosses 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwpfvwx/articles/z67bcmn 
 
BBC Bitesize – Grammar 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4hrt39  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwpfvwx/articles/z67bcmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4hrt39
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BBC Bitesize – Romeo and Juliet 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfdj6sg  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfdj6sg

